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At the end of the summer, DCNS will deliver the “Adroit” patrol vessel to the French Navy: This new type of Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPV), optimized for the fight against pirates and smugglers, shall be lent to the national Navy for three years and shall take at least one CAMCOPTER permanently on board. This drone, which had already landed on the frigate “Montcalm” in 2008, will, just like the OPV, be lent to the French Navy, which already had the chance to test it last year in cooperation with the French Army during a joint campaign organized under the auspices of the Direction générale de l’armement (DGA) to define the ultimate needs of the French Military.

From theory into practice
From the beginning of the ship design, the integration of the CAMCOPTER has been studied and implemented. The drone’s image production is directly integrated into the Polaris combat system which was tested in piracy zones in recent months. This drone benefits from an automatic start and landing technology developed by Sirenha, a subsidiary of DCNS. This makes it possible to do without a specialized operator on board. All is controlled from the “aviation gangway” of the OPV using a simple console that directly faces the quarterdeck. It must be possible to execute the operations through “mer 5”.
Recourse to the drone should allow for the surveillance of 200 ships, an area basically impossible to “cover” for a ship without the assistance of a helicopter. With the CAMCOPTER, this is no problem at all. Even more, its presence can also make easier the cooperative engagement with an Unmanned Surface Drone (USV) or fast boats with commandos. Around 30 can be seated onboard the OPV, in addition to the 30 seamen responsible for shiphandling. The aeronautical installations of the ship also include a ship hangar which can hold, in addition to the drone, a 5-ton helicopter – type Lynx, Super Lynx or Panther – and a landing grid, bought again for the French Navy, as the anecdote goes, on the “Duperré” in a ship cemetery. The OPV can also accommodate a NH90 class helicopter on its quarterdeck (but not its hangar). 

An electronic concentration
The patrol boat “Adroit” has a relatively small tonnage (1000 tons, 87 m length) with only one offensive weapon, a 20 mm canon! But nevertheless this platform accommodates specially developed onboard electronics for a ship of this category: Terma radar, Altesse electronic warfare set (Thales) and two optronic sets by Flir Systems and Sagem (EOMS-NG). A coherent architecture adapted for the threats that the drone has to detect with, as only weight, an electronic day/night gimbal.



